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Scope

The scope of this review was the new Australian Research Council templates under development by the ARC. The templates reviewed were:

· Index.html
· About_arc.html

· Acknowledging.html
Discussion

Issues are discussed below on the first page that they arise; these issues may also exist on subsequent pages.

In addition to he issues discussed below, it is recommended that the HTML pages and the CSS files are checked for valid code
. Some pages were noted to contain validation errors.

Home Page
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Issue 1 --  Images without alt text (Priority 1 ‑ Checkpoint 1.1).

When images are contained within links and convey information about the target of a link, the image alt text needs to contain a brief description of the link target; when the link is used for branding, the alt text should reflect the brand (Examples: Table 1).

Table 1
	Image
	Function
	Current alt
	Recommended alt

	[image: image2.png]Australian Government
Australian Research Council






screen_logo.gif
	link
	alt=”Link to Australian Research Council Home Page”
	alt=”Australian Research Council Home Page
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print_logo.gif
	Branding
	alt=”Australian Research Council - RESEARCH in the national interest - enabling the future”
	alt=”Australian Research Council – Australian Government”


Issue 2 --  Tabbing order vs Visual layout (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 9.4)
The tabbing order for a non-mouse user does not follow the visual layout of the page. His reflects the DIV code order in the HTML. The tab order should follow a logical progression from top-left to bottom-right, with the centre part of the page also tabbed through from left to right. The ‘search’ should follow the ‘logon / sitemap / contacts’ links, and the LHS menu should precede the ‘article’. See Figure 1.

Figure 1 - showing non-linear tabbing order
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Issue 3 --  Skip to content (Priority 3 – Checkpoint 13.6)

The ‘skip to XXX’ links exist in the code, but only a screen-reader user can take advantage of them. They should be visible (when needed) so that a sighted person who is unable to use a mouse can take advantage of them also. One way of implementing this is via CSS so that they are positioned off-screen is most circumstances, but move onscreen when a user tabs to them. This can be set up via the a:focus + a:active pseudo classes. See www.jobaccess.gov.au for an example.
Issue 4 --  Headings (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 3.5)

The heading structure does not reflect the semantics of the page. 

	Current page structure
Title: ARC Website Home Page Template
  <H2>Skip to Specific Areas</H2>
  <H2>Utility Navigation</H2>
  <H2>Site Navigation</H2>
  <H2>Main Content</H2>
<H1>Lead Article H1</H1>
  <H2>Lead Article H2 Subheading</H2>
  <H2>Second H2 Subheading</H2>
    <H3>With a H3 Subheading following</H3>
  <H2>Section Navigation</H2>
    <H3>Quicklinks</H3>
    <H3>ARC News</H3>
    <H3>Key Publications</H3>
	Recommended page structure
Title: ARC Website Home Page Template
<H1>Quicklinks</H1>
<H1>Lead Article H1</H1>
  <H2>Lead Article H2 Subheading</H2>
  <H2>Second H2 Subheading</H2>
    <H3>With a H3 Subheading following</H3>
<H1>ARC News</H1>
<H1>Key Publications</H1>


Suggestions:

· Headings are not required for all the different navigation menus – if it is decided that this is a requirements, they should be at the H1 level.
· Quicklinks, News and Publications are not a subset of ‘lead article’ – they are at the same semantic level.
Issue 5 --  Colour Contrast (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 2.2)
The green-on-green used in the top-right links does not have sufficient contrast. This can be tested via the W3C algorithm as implemented in the Colour Contrast Analyser
.

The SiteMap and Contacts links are clear fails. The Login link also needs increased contrast for some colour-blind users (Deuteranaopia & Tritanopia). The Colour Contrast Analyser can be used to adjust the colours and select better contrast combinations.

Figure 2 - showing poor contrast
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Figure 3 - showing the analysis of green/green for normal sighted and colour-blind users
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Issue 6 --  Relative units (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 3.4)

Text sizes have been set in relative units – IE users can adjust the text size.
However, some of the page containers have not been set with relative units as the page distorts slights under 800x600 resolution (Figure 4).

Figure 4 - showing distortion at 800x600 resolution
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Issue 7 --  Readability (General)
The body font selection is “Arial, Verdana, sans-serif”; we would recommend this become “Verdana, Arial, sans-serif” with Verdana as the preferred font.

Issue 8 --  Clear links (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 13.1)
The link at the bottom of the article, “Read the entire article »” would be clear if it was “Read the Lead Article article”, with just the “laed Article” text linked, and no “»” symbol which sounds like ‘right angle bracket right angle bracket ‘ to a screen reader user.

The home page should not contain any links (eg the logo/crest and “Home”) that just reload the current page. This is confusing for some users.
The “↑ Back to top” link should just read “Top” or “Top of page” with the “↑” introduced visually via CSS. This ensure that the key information (top) is at the start of the link text.

Issue 9 --  Form labels (Priority 2 – Checkpoints 10.2 & 12.4)

The search form at the top of the page does not have a label. All form fields require labels in order to be understood by all users, especially those with reading or cognitive or visual impairments and those use screen-readers.

Sample Content Page
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Tatle 1

Established as an independent body under the Austiaiian Reseaich Council Act 2001, the ARG reports o the Minister for
Education, Science and Training, the Hon Jule Bishop WP.

Discovery Newsletter
Discovery Newsletter
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Discovery Newsletter

Building research excellence through collaboration

Announced by the Minister for Education, Science and Training, Dr Brendan Nelson, in June, the 2005 Federation Fellows
are worlc-leaders in ther fields of research, which include climate change prediction, plant biolagy, wildife management,
nanomaterials design, xray astronomy, history, law, neuroscience, genomics, tumour growth and wound healing

o locating new ore deposits to underpin future growth in Austraia’s minerals industry
o developing higheryielding and more nutiious plants that can withstand emviranmental stresses such as drought
o improving the diagnosis and treatment of age-related biinding diseases

o developing ecologically sustainable managerment practices for the Great Bartier Reef

Announced by the Minister for Education, Science and Training, Dr Brendan Nelson, in June, the 2005 Federation Fellows
are worlc-leaders in ther fields of research, which include climate change prediction, plant biolagy, wildife management,
nanomaterials design, xray astronomy, history, law, neuroscience, genomics, tumour growth and wound healing

1. locating new ore deposits to underpin future growth in Australa’s minerals industry
2. developing higher-yielding and more nutitious plants that can withstand environmental stresses such as drought
3. improving the diagnosis and reatment of age-related biinding diseases

4. developing ecologically sustainable management practices for the Great Barrier Reef

Announced by the Minister for Education, Science and Training, Dr Brendan Nelson
In June, the 2005 Federation Fellows are world-leaders in their ields of research, which include climate change

prediction, plant biology, wildlifs management, nanomaterials design, xray astranomy, history, law, neuroscience,
genomics, tumour growth and wound healing
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Contact Form

Cantact and Feedback Information

Your First Name

—

Your Last Name

—

Your Email Address

—

Feedback Subject

—

Feedback Message

Send Information
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Correctly Nested lists

o Listitem 1

o Listitem 2
© subListitern 2.1

© SubListitem 2.2
© SubListiter 2.2.1

© SubListitern 222
© SubListitern 223
© SubListiter 2.3
© SubListiter 2.4
o Listitern 3
o Listitern 4
o Listiter s

1 Backto top

Accessible Tables

Table 1: Success Rates for Discovery

Projects
Number of applications | 2003 | 2004 | 2005
Received 3601 | 3260 | 3441
Withdrawn 7 |m |
Funded a2 |e75 | 1058
Success Rate (%) 26.4 27.0 309

1 Backto top

Table 2: Applications per gender
and foundation year.

Applications. Founded
Men | Women
imestne |32 |17 2005
safetyCorp | 45 | 26 2003
1 Backto top
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Issue 10 --  Clear links (Priority 2 – Checkpoint 13.1)

The “About ARC” link in the breadcrumb should not be active – self-referential links that just reload the current page are confusing for some users.
Issue 11 --  Tabbing order (Priority 3 – Checkpoint 9.4)
10.1 The tab order for non-mouse users does not reflect the visual display – the users should be taken to the LHS menu before the body of the page.
10.2 The form on the page has TabIndex elements applied, taking users straight to a form on the page can often be confusing for users. Furthermore, studies show that many users will not read any other material on the page that may be relevant to the form use.
Just let non-mouse users jump to the content area if they so chose, rather than taking them there automatically.

Issue 12 --  Page distortion (General)

At 800x600 pixels, the top of the page is becoming unreadable (Figure 5).

Figure 5 - showing page distortion and unreadable sections at 800x600 resolution
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Issue 13 --  New windows (Priority 2 –Checkpoint 10.1)
Two links were found that open in new windows without warning the user (Figure 6). The best practice is to make the link text “Hon Julie Bishop MP (new window)”, that way it is obvious to all that a new window will open on link selection. A less desirable alternative is to use a small overlapping window icon (e.g [image: image11.bmp]) that has alt text of “new window”, and is explained somewhere obvious on the site (e.g on the ‘about this site’ page). 

Figure 6 - showing links that open in new windows
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Issue 14 --  Table headers (Priority 1 – Checkpoint 5.1)
Table 1 should probably have the ‘received’ / ‘withdrawn’ / ‘funded’ / ‘success rate’ all marked-up as row headings as these describe the data present to right in the table.

Table 2 is currently a ‘complex’ table with its merged heading of ‘applications’. However, while it has been marked up as a complex table with “id” attributes on the TH elements and “headers” attributes on the TD elements, the associations are incorrect. We recommend turning this into a simple table rather than amending the complex table mark-up by changing the headings from “Men” and “Women” to “Applications – Men” and “Applications – Women” (possibly with a <br /> to break it over two lines) and do away with the merged cell haeding of “Applications”.
Issue 15 --  Table summaries (Priority 3 –Checkpoint 5.5)

The summary for Table 1 currently states “Success Rates for ARC Discovery Projects commencing 2003 to 2006”. What a screen reader user wants is a summary of the table structure, e.g. “Number of applications received, withdrawn and funded (rows) from 2003 to 2006 (cols)” so they can get a feel for how best to navigate the table.

‘Acknowledging  the ARC’ Page
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Acknowledging the ARC

The Australian Research Council (ARC) plays a key role in the Australian Government's
investment in the future prosperity and well-being of the Australian communty. The
ARC’s mission is to advance Australia’s capacity to undertake quality research that
brings economic, social and cultural benefit o the Australian communiy.

Established as an independent body under the Australian Research Council Act 2001, the
ARC reports to the Minister for Education, Science and Training, the Hon Julie Bishop MP.

The ARC fosters excellence, partnerships and the highest ethical standards in research
and research training in allields of science, social sciences and the humanities.

Under Backing Australia's Abily, the Australian Government's 2001 innovation action
plan, ARC funding increased by §736 million, doubling the funds for research by 2006

The ARC is the primary source of advice to the Government on investment in the national
research eflot. The ARC:

« supports the highest quality research and research training through national
competiion in all fields of science, social sciences and the humanities;

« brokers parinerships hetween researchers and industy, gavernment, comrmuniy
organisations and the inferational community.

ARC funding programs come under the umbrella ofthe National Competitive Grants
Program.
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Issue 16 --  Inappropriate alt text (Priority 1 – Checkpoint 1.1)

The images on the RHS of the page are purely decorative and complimentary to the topic. They do not convey any real information, certainly not “ARC invests in the future by investing in many areas, including Scientific Research / Arts / Computer Science”. These images should have null alt text (i.e. alt = “”).
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 Accessible Information Solutions is a business unit of Vision Australia, formed by the merger of the Royal Blind Society of NSW,
the Royal Victorian Institute for the Blind, Vision Australia Foundation and the National Information & Library Service.
Vision Australia - Accessible Information Solutions
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