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Introductory paragraph
Early stage investment capital for commercializing innovative ideas from universities, research organizations, entrepreneurs and local businesses based in the Canberra region.
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Professor Tim Hirst, CEO

Professor Michael Cardew-Hall, Investment Manager
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Dr Gavin Clydesdale, Investment Consultant

Dr Karen Edwards, Investment Consultant

Karen Jackson, Investment Consultant

Beverley Cooper, Administrator
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Professor Tim Hirst

CEO

Phone +61 2 6125 5450

Mobile 0420 942 824

Email ceo@anuconnectventures.com.au
Tim Hirst is the Chief Executive Officer of ANU Connect Ventures. Tim is an entrepreneur and academic with over 25 years research and innovation experience in biomedical fields… [more]
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Professor Michael-Cardew-Hall

Investment Manager

Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0416 249 307

Email mch@anuconnectventures.com.au
Michael (Mick) Cardew-Hall is an Investment Manager with ANU Connect Ventures. Mick has over 25 years experience as a Chartered Engineer, manager, academic and entrepreneur in the engineering, manufacturing and information technology fields … [more]
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Dr Victor Pantano

Investment Manager

Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0406 422 074

Email vp@anuconnectventures.com.au
Victor Pantano is an Investment Manager with ANU Connect Ventures.  Victor has over 5 years experience in the area of technology transfer and commercialization [more]
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Dr Gavin Clydesdale

Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0424 139 104
Email gc@anuconnectventures.com.au
Gavin Clydesdale brings to ANU Connect Ventures 9 years of experience in the life science sector in both commercial and academic roles [more]
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Dr Karen Edwards

Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0402 155 221

Email kje@anuconnectventures.com.au
Karen Edwards works at the Office of Commercialisation at the ANU as a Business Development Manager in Life Sciences [more]

HOME PAGE/THE MANAGEMENT TEAM/Karen Jackson
Karen Jackson
Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0424 139 105
Email kj@anuconnectventures.com.au
Karen Jackson is an Investment Consultant to ANU Connect Ventures, working also as a Business Development Manager for the ANU’s Office of Commercialisation in the Physical Sciences Portfolio [more]
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Beverley Cooper
Phone +61 2 6125 8250

Mobile 0424 139 104
Email bc@anuconnectventures.com.au
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Professor Tim Hirst is the Chief Executive Officer of ANU Connect Ventures. Tim is an entrepreneur and academic with over 25 years research and innovation experience in biomedical fields.  He has held leadership positions in research–intensive universities in the United Kingdom and Australia and he’s been a non-executive director of biotech companies, innovation incubators and major national research facilities.  Until recently he was Deputy Vice-Chancellor at the University of Sydney with strategic responsibility for the University’s research and innovation portfolio.  Prior to moving to Australia, Tim held the Chair of Microbiology at the University of Bristol. He was a founding director and Chairman of Aegis Pharmaceuticals Ltd, a spin-out company from the University of Bristol, developing novel therapies for treating chronic allergic and autoimmune disorders such as diabetes, rheumatoid arthritis and inflammatory bowel disease. He was until recently Executive Chairman of Hunter Immunology Ltd, a NSW-based company specialising in the development of therapeutic and preventative vaccines. Tim has a BSc (Hons) in Biochemistry from the University of Kent and a Doctorate (DPhil) from the University of York.  He also holds the position of Professor in the John Curtin School of Medical Research at ANU.
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Professor Micheal (Mick) Cardew-Hall is an Investment Manager with ANU Connect Ventures. Mick has over 25 years experience as a Chartered Engineer, manager, academic and entrepreneur in the engineering, manufacturing and information technology fields. He has held technical and managerial positions with leading UK companies such as GEC and Rolls-Royce PLC. Within Australia he has held a number of academic positions and until recently was Professor and Head of Engineering at the ANU. Mick has taught a wide range of management courses on Engineering and MBA programs in the area of project management, operations management, business planning and entrepreneurship. He has had extensive industrially focused research activities and leads the ANU group within the AutoCRC. He is currently a Director of Simile Systems Pty Ltd, a spin out company from his research activities at the ANU, which develops knowledge capture and management systems for manufacturing applications. He has a BSc(Hons) in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Nottingham and PhD and DIC from Imperial College London. He is currently part of the management team of the College of Engineering and Computer Science at the ANU holding the position of Professor and Deputy Dean (Education).
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Victor Pantano is an investment manager with ANU Connect Ventures.  Victor has over 5 years experience in the area of technology transfer and commercialization.  In addition to his role at ANU Connect Ventures, Victor is a Business Development Manager based in the ANU Office of Commercialization where his prime responsibility is the development of commercialization opportunities based on research in the physical sciences and engineering areas.  He also has responsibilities within the Co-operative Research Centre  for Advanced Automotive Technology where he manages the Automotive Supplier Excellence Australia project.  Prior to this Victor was based at the University of Warwick where his role included the transfer of technology from the University’s specialist research facilities to the UK automotive industry.  He completed his PhD in the area of technology transfer with Ford Motor Company based in various locations including Australia, India, Europe and the US.  Victor is currently a Director of Soltek Pty Ltd a small manufacturing company based in the composites area whose products are sold internationally.  He holds a Bachelor of Engineering (Honours) and Bachelor of Science (Chemistry) from the ANU.
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Gavin Clydedale brings to ANU Connect Ventures 9 years of experience in the life science sector in both commercial and academic roles. Gavin has completed a Bachelor of Science (Biochemistry and Microbiology), BSc (Hons) (Immunology) and PhD (Immunology) at the University of Tasmania and has recently been awarded a Masters of Business Administration from APESMA-University of La Trobe.
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Karen Edwards works at the Office of Commercialisation at the ANU as a Business Development Manager in Life Sciences where she manages the commercialisation of opportunities from disclosure and IP protection through to seeking commercial partners and negotiating license agreements. Karen has undergraduate degrees from the University of Natal [BSc (Chemistry and Applied Chemistry)] and University of Cape Town [BSc(Hons) (Chemistry)] and a PhD from the University of London. She is currently completing a Master of Management in Technology, Innovation and Commercialisation through the National Graduate School of Management at the ANU.
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Karen Jackson is an Investment Consultant to ANU Connect Ventures, working also as a Business Development Manager for the ANU’s Office of Commercialisation in the Physical Sciences Portfolio, where she manages the commercialisation of opportunities from disclosure and IP protection through to seeking commercial partners and negotiating license agreements. Prior to joining the ANU in 2005, Karen’s experience was in business development for small, private consultancies with an R&D focus. Karen has completed a Bachelor in Economics from the Australian National University.

Beverley Cooper is ANU Connect Ventures Administrator.  Beverley has worked in the Financial Services Sector for many years and has had experience in Banking, Project Management and Accounting positions.
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David Gaul (Chairman)

Brigitte Smith 

Michael Panaccio
Mike Hirshorn OAM
Tim Hirst 

David Gaul [HOME PAGE/ABOUT US/The Board [David Gaul]]
Brigitte Smith joined GBS in 1998 with 10 years experience in business strategy and hands-on management of start-up company operations. Before joining GBS she worked with high-tech start-up companies in Australia and the US in fundraising and business development roles. She also spent several years at Bain & Company, a strategic management consulting firm. Brigitte is on the board of GBS portfolio companies Dynamic Hearing, Kalobios Inc, Proacta Inc, Smart Drug Systems Inc and Pharmaxis. Brigitte has a Bachelor of Chemical Engineering (Hons) from the University of Melbourne, a Master of Business Administration (Hons) from the Harvard Business School and a Master of International Relations from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Boston. Brigitte is a Fellow of The Australian Institute of Company Directors and an adjunct Senior Lecturer at the Melbourne Business School.
Michael Panaccio is one of the founders of Starfish Ventures. Michael was formerly Investment Manager with JAFCO Investment (Asia Pacific) Ltd and together with John Dyson established JAFCO as a leading venture capital manager in Australia. Prior to joining JAFCO, Michael was Head of the Department of Molecular Biology. Michael is the inventor on numerous patent applications and has authored or co-authored over thirty scientific publications. Michael has been a Director of technology businesses in Australia and the USA including SIRTex Medical Ltd, Technico Pty Ltd, EOS Pty Ltd and Colloidal Dynamics Group Inc. He is currently a director of ANU Enterprises Pty Ltd, Neuprotect Pty Ltd, TeeleOstin Pty Ltd and Engana Pty Ltd. Michael holds a Bachelor of Science (Hons) from The University of Melbourne, a PhD (Medicine) from The University of Melbourne and an MBA from RMIT University. Michael is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors, a Director of AVCAL and a Visiting Fellow of Macquarie University.
Mike Hirshorn OAM is currently Chief Executive Officer of the Nanyang Innovation Fund and has over 25 years of experience of commercializing Australian technology and building internationally successful companies. He has significant expertise in all operational areas from Research and Development to Intellectual Property, International Marketing and Sales, Regulatory Affairs and Manufacturing. Mike has particular expertise in the commercialisation of Medical Devices and has played a major role in the development of Cochlear especially internationally. In 1988 he won the BRW Businessman of the Year- Technology for establishing Cochlear in the USA and Europe. Subsequently he successfully established Cochlear in Japan. Mike was also a Director of Resmed now listed on the NYSE and was later Chief Executive - Marketing Polartechnics listed on the ASX. Mike has served on many Federal and State Advisory committees, most recently the IT & T and Biological Committees of the Department of Industry, START Program, and the Intellectual Property Research Institute of Australia.
In 2004 Mike was awarded the Medal of the Order of Australia for service to medical technology through the development of strategies for product commercialisation.
Tim Hirst [HOME PAGE/THE MANAGEMENT TEAM/[Professor Tim Hirst]]
Investment Criteria
For ANU Connect Ventures to support an investment opportunity a number of criteria will need to be met, some of which may be strengthened following advice from ANU Connect Ventures during its evaluation process.

A successful investment will require the commercialization opportunity to exhibit all (or meet a significant majority) of the following criteria.  
1. High rate of return of 5 times or greater on the capital invested.

2. Expected realization of the investment in a 3-8 year period 
3. Potential for high revenue growth in both Australian and international markets.

4. Identifiable potential to secure external grant funding and venture capital co-investment. 
5. Proprietary technology, product or service that can be appropriately protected by patents, registered designs, circuit layout rights, plant variety rights, or regulatory or other barriers to entry. 
6. A realistic business plan with appropriate key operational milestones and specific external fund raising objectives for meeting growth and revenue targets.
7. Credentials of the management team and the willingness of inventors to work with the project company CEO and management team (if appropriate).
8. Identifiable exit strategy in a reasonable period of time by an IPO, trade sale, joint venture, other syndication or through appropriate licensing arrangements. 
9. Potential benefits to ACT and or wider Canberra region

HOME PAGE/ABOUT US/The Board

David Gaul (Chairman)
David was the co-founder and Managing Director of CEA Technologies, a Canberra-based electronic system design company. After 15 years of operation, CEA now has offices in Adelaide, Melbourne and San Diego and a combined total workforce of more than 130 people. Prior to establishing CEA, David spent 22 years in the Royal Australian Navy, where he gained extensive experience in naval operations, combat systems, project management and administration. David is a Foundation Fellow of the AICD and has served as councilor of the ACT Division of the Australian Institute of Company Directors and the ACT Division of the Australian Business Chamber. His current business positions include Chairman of this region’s Advanced Technology Manufacturers’ Association and the Australian Industry Defence Network (AIDN). He is a member of the Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s Manufacturing Committee, and board member of the Australian Science Festival Ltd. David has recently been invited to join the Cooperative Research Centre for Senor Signal and Information Processing (CSSIP) Board. This year David will be Chairman of Judges at the National Finals of the Enterprise Development Institute of Australia in Melbourne. He recently attended the Senior Executive Program at the London Business School.
Michael Delaney (MTAA)

Professor Ian Chubb (ANU)
